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“Litigation can be frustrating and confusing 
for some people, especially those who aren’t 
accustomed to the process,” says attorney 
Michael Kaemper, partner with the firm of 
Atkinson, Thal & Baker (ATB). Seasoned 
practitioners in civil litigation, the ATB team 
provides individualized attention along with 
bold, aggressive strategies specifically tailored 
toward resolving a wide range of legal issues. 

“From a family dealing with the medical 
malpractice of a loved one, to a Fortune 500 
company embroiled in a multi-million dollar 
contract dispute, our firm’s pragmatic, teamwork 
style provides clients with cost-effective results,” 
says partner Clifford Atkinson. 

The firm values a personal approach. “Our 
clients know that their cases will be handled by 
ATB’s shareholders,” adds partner John Thal. 
“Each partner brings a creative, results-driven 
approach to litigation that is truly unique among 
firms of our kind.” From day one of a new case, 
ATB encourages clients to participate with them 
in creating highly focused, economically efficient 
litigation strategies.  

To reach avenues of resolution that may 
otherwise remain unexplored, the firm examines 
and tries to understand not only the goals and 
interests of their clients, but also those of the 
opposing parties. “Partnering with our clients 
to develop winning strategies helps distinguish 
Atkinson, Thal & Baker from the other litigation 
firms,” says partner Douglas Baker. “We take a 
flexible approach to best represent each client’s 
interests,” adds John Thal.

ATB’s diverse practice areas include complex 
commercial, business and tort litigation; 
securities, product liability, and professional 
malpractice (medical, legal accounting, 
architectural, and real estate); employment and 
intellectual property, transportation law, and 
energy and natural resources; and some civil 
rights cases as well.

Along with pro bono work, the partners are 
actively involved in numerous local community 
organizations and committees, with Attorney 
Baker frequently serving on panels for the New 
Mexico Medical Review Commission.

Clifford Atkinson, Douglas Baker, John Thal 
& Michael Kaemper 

Atkinson, Thal 
& Baker, P.C.
201 Third Street NW, Suite 1850 
Albuquerque, NM 87102
Phone: (505) 764-8111 
Fax: (505) 764-8374  
www.atb-law.com
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Little, Gilman-Tepper & Batley, P.A. is a four-woman team of lawyers specializing in divorce. The f irm is highly regarded for discreetly handling 
large asset estates with numerous businesses, and complex f inancial, tax, valuation and professional goodwill issues. Sandra Morgan Little and Jan B. 
Gilman-Tepper established their f irm in 1993, with Roberta Batley joining in 2003 and Tiffany Oliver Leigh in 2004. In 2007, Batley became a partner.

“We concentrate exclusively on complicated and unique family law cases,” says Sandra. “In one divorce, we may be valuing a business or tracing 
separate assets, and in another, we may be dealing with issues in several different states or countries. What remains the same is that we interact with 
people at a very diff icult time in their lives. We give each client the individual attention they need to help them successfully move on to the next stage 
of their lives.”

Little, Gilman-Tepper & Batley, P.A. offers clients multiple choices in resolving the f inal chapter of their marriage, including collaborative law, 
litigation and mediation — with an emphasis on privacy, mutual respect and dignity. 

When not representing the interests of their clients, the partners remain active members of the legal community. Each teaches and writes about 
divorce issues, and each has earned the respect of their peers by being elected to local and national positions in the family law field: Sandra, Jan and 
Roberta are included in Best Lawyers of America; Sandra and Jan were also selected as Southwest Super Lawyers and by the New Mexico Business 
Weekly as “Best of the Bar.”

Little, Gilman-Tepper & Batley, P.A. also was the recipient of the 2006 Quality of Life-Legal Employer Award, bestowed upon the f irm as an 
outstanding employer.

Little, Gilman-Tepper & Batley, P.A.
500 Marquette Avenue NW, Suite 770 Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 246-0500 | www.lgtfamilylaw.com

Jan Gilman-Tepper, Sandra Morgan Little, Roberta Batley & Tiffany Oliver Leigh

“You hire us because you want to go to trial,” says Sam Bregman, co-principal of the high-profile f irm of Bregman & Loman, P.C. — whose slogan 
is “Lawyers for The People.” The f irm prides itself on being a strong, results-oriented advocate for clients in tough criminal or civil matters that range 
from elected officials accused of serious crimes to everyday citizens involved in a variety of personal injury cases.

Drawing on a wide range of legal and business experience, Bregman and fellow attorney Eric Loman specialize in “helping someone whose world 
is caving in,” says Bregman. Both partners have a great deal of experience in taking on large municipalities and corporations. Consequently, their 
employment law practice has grown and now includes workplace discrimination, harassment and wrongful termination.

In addition to previously operating a private litigation practice, Bregman developed a broad range of trial experience in both criminal defense and 
civil litigation while serving as former Assistant District Attorney for the State of New Mexico, on the Albuquerque City Council, and as Deputy State 
Auditor for the State of New Mexico. A native New Mexican and former accountant, f irm partner Eric Loman has extensive trial experience in the areas 
of civil rights, personal injury, medical malpractice, and commercial litigation.

As proven by their success rate in a wide variety of cases, Bregman & Loman, P.C. forms an unrivaled team to fulf ill the most complex of legal needs. 
“I believe that our practical, reasoned, cost-effective approach to legal services lies at the heart of the f irm’s continued success,” says Bregman, who 
co-owns the New Mexico Thunderbirds with his wife, Jackie.

To litigation clients, an injury or legal dispute can often prove emotionally and financially devastating, says Bregman. For people who have been 
accused of a crime, the f irm objectively evaluates each case and provides a vigorous defense for its clients.  Bregman & Loman, P.C. works diligently to 
live up to its slogan and, as “Lawyers for the People”, ensure that all its clients have their day in court. “We do not hesitate to stand and fight to the end 
to strive for the very best outcome for our clients,” he adds.

Bregman & Loman, P.C.
111 Lomas Blvd. NW, Suite 230  Albuquerque, NM 87102
Phone: (505) 761-5700 | Fax: (505) 761-8280 | www.bregmanlawfrm.com 
E-mail: sam@bregmanlawfrm.com, eric@bregmanlawfrm.com

Sam Bregman & Eric Loman



Focusing on a broad range of civil 
litigation matters, Davis & Gilchrist has 
significant experience defending corporations 
in a diverse range of lawsuits, as well as 
bringing lawsuits on behalf of individuals and 
corporations.  “It allows us to see both sides 
of the litigation picture,” says Bryan Davis, a 
graduate of the University of Mexico (UNM) 
and the UNM School of Law.  

“We enjoy the intellectual side of our work, 
but we like the fact that we regularly get to see 
results for our clients,” notes Dooley Gilchrist, 
a graduate of UNM and Boston University 
School of Law.  “Our litigation practice is a 
nice mix of practicality and theory.”  While 
the firm’s partners enjoy solving challenging 
legal and procedural problems, “we really get 
inspired by helping our clients find creative, 
fast, and cost-effective solutions to their 
problems,” Gilchrist says.  “We aggressively 
litigate a case when the need arises.”  

The firm focuses on defending and 
prosecuting commercial, employment, 
and statutory-based lawsuits on behalf of 
businesses and healthcare organizations.  
Davis & Gilchrist also has experience in False 
Claims Act cases, commercial landlord-tenant 
cases, and premises liability actions, including 
obtaining restraining orders and other 
injunctive relief.  In addition, they welcome 
cases assisting individuals in personal injury 
matters.  

The partners have practiced together for 
most of their careers, Davis says.  “It’s fun and 
inspiring to work with someone you trust and 
know well.  Our collegial atmosphere allows us 
to really focus on getting to know our clients 
as people, and working with them to help 
define and meet their goals.”  

The firm provides significant pro bono 
and public service work through the State Bar 
of New Mexico, the American Bar Association, 
and the UNM School of Law.  Bryan and Dooley 
also have a band, Stereogeist.  “Sometimes our 
wives even let us play a gig,” says Gilchrist.

With extensive backgrounds in the arts 
and business, Chad Mathis and Mark Regazzi 
helm New Mexico’s only flat-fee billing firm 
that focuses on the film industry and small-
to-mid-sized businesses. “We recognize the 
value of helping business owners plan ahead 
in order to avoid or minimize the impact of 
legal issues,” Chad says. What’s more, their 
clients know up front the full cost of legal 
representation, and can plan their budgets 
accordingly. “We don’t surprise people 
with $50 charges for a ten-minute phone 
conversation,” he adds.

Taking a  straightforward, client-oriented 
approach to legal services rarely seen in the 
profession, the firm works to ensure that 
from day one, film projects are shielded from 
the legal hazards that plague that industry. 
Additional practice areas include business 
law, real estate, securities, estate planning, 
bankruptcy and immigration law.

Setting apart Mathis, Regazzi & 
Associates from other firms is a belief that 
legal fees should be attached to actual value 
provided to their clients — instead of the 
number of billable hours. According to 
Mark, “Success, for us, is knowing that we’re 
providing legal services in a manner that 
helps prevent disputes and keeps our clients 
protected.” 

When Mathis and Regazzi can negotiate 
a deal with a positive outcome, develop a 
creative solution for business succession or 
estate planning, or resolve a dispute without 
heading to the courthouse, “we see the look 
of satisfaction on our clients’ faces and know 
we’ve earned their appreciation,” Mark says.

“We’re here to make sure their business 
transaction, film project or estate plan is 
in order so that problems are less likely to 
arise,” says Chad. “The result is less litigation 
and more economic and social development 
in our community.” In that spirit, the firm 
actively volunteers with many charitable 
organizations, often in the form of pro bono 
and reduced-rate work for non-profits and 
impoverished individuals.

Dooley Gilchrist & Bryan Davis  Mark D. Regazzi & Chad Mathis, Attorneys at Law and Co-Founders

Davis & Gilchrist, P.C.
117 Bryn Mawr SE 
Albuquerque, NM 87106
Phone: (505) 435-9908 
Fax: (505) 435-9909 
www.davisgilchristlaw.com 
E-mail: lawfrm@davisgilchristlaw.com

Mathis, Regazzi & 
Associates, LLC
215 Gold Avenue SW, Suite 201  
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 243-9213
www.mathisregazzi.com 
www.mathisregazziblogs.com
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“You call us when the worst thing in your life has happened,” says Randi McGinn, senior partner of McGinn, Carpenter, Montoya and Love, P.A. 
(MCML). The law firm represents families whose loved ones have been killed or catastrophically injured due to safety rule violations committed by 
for-profit hospitals; trucking companies; oil, gas and mining operations; manufacturers of dangerous products; or the government.  

MCML’s f ive-woman, one-man group of practitioners is known for its unique approach: not only seeking the highest settlement or verdict possible, 
but also pursuing changes in policies and procedures to make the community safer. Since 1985, the f irm has represented people from all walks of life. 

“When someone’s child, mother or father is killed, money can help take care of the family and place a value on a lost life, but it does not always 
provide enough justice,” observes Elicia Montoya. “In addition to money, we ask for changes in policies, procedures and behavior so someone else is 
not hurt or killed,” adds Allegra Carpenter.    

 Working with their clients as a team, MCML attorneys have changed the law or internal policies to make convenience stores safer, require 
additional training of emergency room personnel, stop the government from giving company cars to employees with DWI convictions, and prevent 
corporations from risking the lives of employees just to increase production. More stories of their courageous clients who have fought for change can 
be found on the f irm’s Web site:  www.mcginnlaw.com.  

“Our favorite kind of courtroom fight is representing the proverbial David (or his wife) against Goliath,” says Kathy Love. “MCML provides a big-
f irm, full-court press, without sacrif icing the personal one-on-one contact with our clients. We’ve found that if you prepare every case as if it were going 
to trial, the case is more likely to settle for a fair amount because we’re bargaining from a position of strength.”

McGinn, Carpenter, Montoya & Love, P.A.
201 Broadway SE Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 843-6161 | www.mcginnlaw.com | E-mail: Randi@mcginnlaw.com 

The Law Offices of Lynda Latta, LLC 
is a full-service family law firm inspired 
by the desire to help clients work through 
some of the most diff icult emotional times 
in their lives. “Clients are concerned about 
their children, their f inances and what the 
future holds,” says Lynda Latta. “Their legal 
matters consume a lot of time, money and 
energy, and we strive to make that process 
go as smoothly as possible.”

Together with clients, Ms. Latta and 
associate attorney Linda Ellison develop 
a strategy for resolving their legal issues 
whether it be negotiation, meditation/
settlement facilitation, collaborative law, 
arbitration or litigation. The attorneys 
gather information to assist them in 
discussing possible options for resolution, 
and recommend the best one based on 
each individual client’s goals. As attorneys 
in a f irm, they feel fortunate to be able to 
discuss issues in cases with each other by 
brainstorming possible alternatives and 
strategies.

Their challenge is helping clients reach 
a resolution of their issues that will work 
for them, based on realistic expectations. 
The f irm has a statewide practice, and the 
attorneys also hold licenses with the U.S. 
District Court in New Mexico and the 
Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals. While the 
attorneys practice in all areas of family 
law, Ms. Latta also practices in the area of 
criminal misdemeanor defense.

The attorneys are members of the 
Albuquerque Bar Association, the Federal 
Bar Association and the State Bar of New 
Mexico (Family Law Section). Ms. Latta 
is also a board member of the Center for 
Civic Values and a member of the Kiwanis 
Club. Ms. Ellison is a member of the New 
Mexico Collaborative Practice Group, 
the Albuquerque Collaborative Practice 
Group, and the International Academy of 
Collaborative Professionals.

Law Offices of 
Lynda Latta, LLC
715 Tijeras Avenue NW
Albuquerque, NM 87102
Phone: (505) 842-5924
Fax: (505) 242-3125
www.lyndalatta.com

Lynda Latta & Linda L. Ellison  

Allegra Carpenter, Kathy Love, Elicia Montoya & Randi McGinn  
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“It’s inspiring to encounter people in catastrophic circumstances, and help them recover through effective legal representation,” says physician-
attorney Gregory R. Kauffman, a native New Mexican who has practiced medical malpractice law for more than 20 years. His unique, dual education 
in medicine and law make The Kauffman Firm particularly qualif ied to handle complex medical malpractice litigation.

Being a fully trained, triple board-certif ied physician with years of experience practicing medicine taught Dr. Kauffman the importance of quality 
medical care — and about the tragedies that can occur when doctors, nurses and other healthcare providers fall short. “Often, patients and families 
are never told what happened, and sometimes the get information that’s entirely inaccurate”, says Dr. Kauffman. The Kauffman Firm aims to learn the 
truth, and answer questions which others can’t or won’t answer.

Unique in New Mexico, and one of few firms of its kind in the nation, the f irm pursues claims for medical negligence, catastrophic injury and 
product liability. Dr. Kauffman is medically qualif ied to analyze what happened and determine whether malpractice occurred — without the time and 
expense of consulting other doctors as experts. Cases are handled on a contingency fee basis: there’s no fee unless money is recovered.

The f irm’s wide range of services offered includes medical, nursing, hospital, pharmacy and nursing home malpractice, along with cases involving 
wrongful death or severe injuries from any cause including motor vehicle accidents, f ires, and workplace and other incidents. Dr. Kauffman’s medical 
knowledge  allows for thorough, accurate evaluation of the cause, nature and treatment of all kinds of injuries.

“We’re providing a service that individuals and families desperately need,” says Dr. Kauffman. “On a case-by-case basis, we’re also making 
healthcare safer for the citizens of New Mexico.” Attorneys throughout the United States call upon Dr. Kauffman’s expertise and knowledge to enhance 
their cases and help their clients achieve a successful outcome. 

The Kauffman Firm
500 Tijeras Avenue NW Albuquerque, NM 87102 
Phone: (505) 242-5297 Fax: (505) 843-7129  www.thekauffmanfrm.com | E-mail: kauffman@grkauffmanlaw.com

Gregory R. Kauffman, M.D., J.D., with Cid Lopez, Associate Attorney & Lydia Giardetti, Legal Assistant

With a focus on personal injury, medical malpractice and insurance litigation, the Revo Law Firm pays personal attention to each 
client’s legal and medical needs. “Among our two attorneys and three paralegals, we collectively offer 130 years of professional legal 
experience,” says Terrence Revo. Since arriving in Albuquerque more than three decades ago, he has built up an established f irm with a 
strong, positive community reputation.

Terrence and his partner, Roger I. Smith, represent people who have been injured by someone else’s negligence, and people who can’t 
get their own insurance company to treat them fairly. Roger also represents criminal defendants. “It’s inspiring to know that someone has 
placed their trust in you during one of the worst moments in their lives, and to help them through those dif f icult times” Roger says. For us, 
success is measured by our ability to provide excellent and aggressive legal counsel in the context of their circumstances.

In particular, the f irm represents individuals against large and wealthy insurance companies and corporations who have almost inf inite 
resources, or defendants in criminal matters who are confronted with all the powers and resources of the state. “We side with the little 
guy,” says Roger, a native New Mexican raised by a lawyer who served “the underdog” for the last 55 years. In addition they have served the 
community on the boards of many nonprof it organizations, and they offer ongoing pro bono legal advice to clients, old and new.

Revo Law Firm
10400 Academy Road NE, Suite 200 Albuquerque, NM 87111
Phone: (505) 293-8888  Fax: (505) 323-1159
www.revolaw.com | E-mail: terrencerevo@revolaw.com  | rsmith@revolaw.com
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Roger Smith & Terrence Revo  



Having practiced law for nearly 20 years, Lisa Torraco has worked on both sides of the justice system. She represents domestic v iolence 
victims and those seeking the protections of a Restraining Order. Ms. Torraco also represents people in trouble with the law and those 
who are working with CYFD.  

Ms. Torraco loves being part of positive change in someone’s l i fe. “I strongly bel ieve to whom much is given, much is required,” she 
says. “I want to give back to the community and cannot imagine being in any other profession. It ’s truly a rewarding experience when my 
hard work fal ls into place and an innocent person is exonerated, a chi ld receives the protection of the law, or a family is reunited af ter a 
crisis.” 

Recipient of the Governor’s Award for Outstanding Women, Ms. Torraco is devoted to the rights of women and famil ies. While 
ser ving as a rape crisis volunteer, she learned that the existing law did not consider rape of one’s spouse as a crime. Her statewide 
grassroots campaign to repeal the existing rape laws, and criminal ize marital rape, successf ul ly made the rape of one’s spouse a criminal 
of fense in New Mexico today.

Ms. Torraco of ten meets people in the pit of despair. “Sometimes I am the only one that wi l l stand by their side. It is a high cal l ing. 
Working with CYFD can be over whelming.” She maintains a smal l practice to be able to devote ample t ime and attention to each cl ient. 
“A person can’t simply hope the system wil l work properly, because it doesn’t always work,” she says.  “Justice doesn’t always just happen. 
The criminal justice system is di f f icult to navigate at best and a crisis at worst. I’m honored to be there for people.”

Lisa Torraco, Attorney At Law
1019 2nd Street NW Albuquerque, NM  87102
(505) 244-0530 |www.torracolaw.com | E-mail: torraco@torracolaw.com

Building on the foundation of excellence in 
Family Law built by her father, David, Gretchen 
Walther brings an energetic and renewed 
commitment to client-sensitive representation 
to the firm.

Walther Family Law specializes in Family 
Law—divorce, alimony, custody, child support, 
property division and evaluation, prenuptial 
agreements and family law appeals. David 
Walther established the practice as a firm of 
“lawyers’ lawyers” who are highly respected 
within the community and handle the most 
complicated and sensitive cases with the 
professionalism expected from attorneys 
perennially listed in the Best Lawyers in America.

Gretchen continues this tradition, adding 
her own unique perspective to the mix. After 
15 years of practicing law in New Mexico, 
during which she spearheaded the practice of 
collaborative divorce, Gretchen understands the 
emotional component of divorce has significant 
legal impact. In a court system in which there 
is no legal remedy for emotional distress, she 
believes deeply that the firm needs to work 
hardest to help clients to make sound legal 
decisions.

Gretchen’s philosophy led her to pioneer the 
practice of collaborative divorce in New Mexico. 
This non-litigious form of divorce is a relatively 
new, non-adversarial, alternative approach to 
litigation that differs from mediation in that 
clients retain individual representation by a 
lawyer of their own. In a collaborative divorce, 
clients and their counsel formally agree not to 
go to court. The advantages of this approach 
are multiple. When appropriate, Walther 
Family Law attorneys counsel clients to consider 
collaborative divorce. When collaborative 
divorce is not an option, all Walther Family Law 
attorneys bring an equally well-honed skill set to 
all aspects of litigation.

Gretchen and her father have built a team 
of attorneys, paralegals and office personnel at 
the peak of their respective specialties, who are 
confident in their capabilities, with the energy 
and commitment to give each case whatever it 
takes to get the job done.

Walther Family Law
6501 Americas Parkway NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110
(505) 889-8240

1640 Old Pecos Trail
Santa Fe, NM 87505
(505) 984-0097
www.waltherfamilylaw.com

Gretchen Walther & David Walther, Partners  
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Gene Chavez

After Albuquerque native Gene Chavez 
graduated from the University of New 
Mexico Law School in 1999, he received an 
intensive introduction to his new career with 
a job in the District Attorney’s office. It was 
there that Gene argued before juries on cases 
that varied in subject from barking dogs to 
felony DUIs.

“It was a bit of Baptism by fire, but of 
course the experience was invaluable,” Gene 
says. 

With a good amount of trial experience 
under his belt, Gene ventured out on his 
own a few years later. During a civil trial, his 
persuasive skills so impressed a prominent 
defense counsel—against which he was 
arguing at the time—that he was offered a 
job with the established firm. 

Gene decided he could have his cake and 
eat it too, so he continued his solo practice 
building his client base while working on 
projects for the defense counsel. It was 
here that he was able to train in one of his 
current specialties, worker’s compensation 
litigation.

Of course, Gene had his eye on the 
prize. In Summer 2005, Gene purchased his 
current property in the newly redeveloping 
Wells Park neighborhood. However, Gene 
recalls that during the remodel, he was 
forced to work in some “less than ideal” 
circumstances. “I was often scheduling 
appointments with clients in diners across 
town,” he says. “The Village Inn served as 
my office many times.”  

Now that his office building is 
fully renovated, Gene is like a king in a 
Southwestern castle, tastefully adorned 
with flagstone accents and, of course, 
photographs of his first baby, Celeste. Gene 
specializes in personal injury accidents and 
workers compensation and works with a 
fully bilingual staff.

“I may be relatively new on the map,” he 
says, “but we have a growing client base and 
a lot of things going for us.”

Chavez Law Offices, LLC
Phone: (505) 338-1634
Fax: (505) 217-2157
Email: gene@chavezlawoffces.com
www.chavezlawoffces.com
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Attorneys Justin Gonzalez and Justin Pizzonia enjoy being able to shake someone’s hand, look them in the eye, and guide them through the murky 
waters of whatever legal issue has brought them to the f irm’s doorstep. “We believe in the importance of making the law accessible to people,” says Mr. 
Gonzalez.

“What distinguishes us is our client-centric approach and our accessibility to our clients,” says Mr. Pizzonia. Both partners enjoy the day-to-day 
challenge of the practice of law, the unpredictability of things —  how no two days are the exact same, and how every case has a different shape or feel 
to it.

To serve the interconnected needs of their clients, the f irm is one of the few Albuquerque law practices that helps both the English- and Spanish-
speaking communities by specializing in diverse areas of law. The practice specializes in Personal Injury, Workers’ Compensation, Family Law, 
Criminal Defense and Civil Rights, “and a little bit of everything else,” says Mr. Gonzalez. Both principals are graduates of the University of New 
Mexico School of Law.

There are really two reasons they chose to practice law, says Mr. Pizzonia. “The f irst is that it gives you a great opportunity to help people, to touch 
lives and right a wrong in their lives; the other is the challenge of the practice of law — you’re always learning, and always having to adapt to new 
obstacles.” 

For Gonzalez & Pizzonia, success is about achieving a favorable resolution for their clients, having them believe that they made the right choice 
walking through the door. Both attorneys love what they do, and all of the small details that the work requires. “When you wake up every day looking 
forward to your job, it makes all the difference in how you work and the results you get,” says Mr. Gonzalez.

Gonzalez & Pizzonia, LLC
1216 5th Street NW Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 384-6014 | www.gandplawfrm.com
justinp@gandplawfrm.com | justing@gandplawfrm.com

Justin Gonzalez & Justin Pizzonia, Attorneys



The Branch Law Firm understands what injured people and their 
families go through. “We want to make sure our clients have the f inest 
experienced legal professionals to handle their cases, as well as the 
compensation they need to repair their lives,” says Turner, who has 
practiced law in New Mexico for more than four decades.

As personal injury, liability and wrongful death experts, The Branch 
Law Firm is dedicated to the proposition that it is not a “human-being 
brokerage f irm,” notes Turner, “and that we have expended the spiritual, 
mental, physical and f inancial requirements to assist our clients and 
accomplish what needs to be done.” From what the f irm’s clients say, 
this approach distinguishes them from other law practices — along with 
commitment, dedication, tenaciousness, follow-through and always 
performing in the best interest of each client.

The f irm also helps individuals in class action and mass tort litigation 
who otherwise wouldn’t have the opportunity of righting a wrong. Turner 
is inspired by people who have lost everything, “who depend on you to 
provide some means by which they can regain their ability to support, 
in some fashion, their family.” The reward of his work is in seeing the 
renewal of a client’s self-esteem, pride, motivation and dignity.

Margaret Moses Branch, the 2010 New Mexico Commission Lifetime 
Achievement recipient, takes on the big corporations for injured women. 
She says the medical profession has a long history of minimizing women’s 
complaints, and it angers her how women have been treated. “From breast 
implants to missed cancer diagnoses to failed surgeries — pharmaceutical, 
environmental and medical device corporations must be held accountable 
so that victims and their families are properly compensated.” 

    Early in her career as a corporate General Counsel, she discovered 
she disliked defense work — and representing big business against “the 
little guy.” Upon meeting and marrying Turner Branch, her soul mate — 
and a trial lawyer who helped her kind of clients — Margaret found her 
niche.

As an avid advocate in litigating product liability, personal injury, 
wrongful death and catastrophic injury class-action suits, particularly 
on behalf of the women of America, Margaret’s mass-tort experience is 
extensive. Her more famous national cases have included the amino acid 
L-tryptophan and breast implants*. 

A successful stroke survivor, Margaret has drawn strength from her 
“over-achiever” nature — “and gained a better understanding of what 
some of my injured clients go through.” The Branches’ many community 
activities include helping the 5,000 homeless children who are enrolled 
in local public schools through Pennies for the Homeless and St. Martins.

*Past successes cannot be an assurance of future successes because each case must be 

decided on its own merits.

The Branch Law Firm
2025 Rio Grande Blvd. NW Albuquerque, NM 87104
(505) 243-3500  | www.branchlawfrm.com  
E-mail: tbranch@branchlawfrm.com

The Branch Law Firm
2025 Rio Grande Blvd. NW Albuquerque, NM 87104
(505) 243-3500  | www.branchlawfrm.com  
E-mail: mbranch@branchlawfrm.com

Turner W. Branch, Attorney

Former long-time Federal and State Prosecutor Erl inda O. Johnson truly 
rel ishes l it igating cases. She is most comfortable in trial. She is committed 
to helping individuals who f ind themselves in trouble as a result of poor 
choices, bad inf luences or tragic circumstances beyond their control. She 
f irmly bel ieves in hard work, honesty and dedication to her cl ients.

Ms. Johnson bel ieves that anyone who f inds themselves in the criminal 
justice system must have a zealous advocate who wi l l test and chal lenge 
the government’s case and make sure that law enforcement did their job 
the right way and according to constitutional requirements. “I bel ieve that 
attention to detai l, l istening to cl ients, and showing empathy for others is 
essential,” she says. 

Passionate about l it igating potential legal issues that may impact 
the outcome of a case, Ms. Johnson represents individuals charged with 
serious federal and state felony of fenses. To l it igate her cases meticulously, 
and protect the rights of her cl ients, she uses her extensive experience — 
including complex drug traf f icking conspiracies, racketeering, criminal 
enterprises, money laundering, tax evasion, f raud, publ ic corruption, 
briber y, embezzlement and other white col lar crime cases 

Ms. Johnson also practices immigration law, helping those who are 
placed in removal (deportation) proceedings. She wi l l handle al l aspects of 
a criminal case.

Law Office of 
Erlinda O. Johnson, LLC 
1011 Lomas Blvd. NW Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 792-4048 | www.erlindajohnsonlaw.com

Erlinda O. Johnson, Attorney
 Mickey Beisman, Attorney

Margaret Moses Branch, Attorney
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Russell Law Firm represents individuals and small businesses in a 
variety of legal matters including general business, matrimonial & family, 
trust, and estate law. As a client advocate, law f irm founder Alex Russell is 
at home in the courtroom and boardroom alike. 

There are many satisfying aspects to Alex’s work. “It’s hugely 
rewarding to rationally explain the legal implications of a certain course 
of conduct to someone who, as they walk in, may be nervous, frustrated or 
fearful — then, helping them relax, understand, and take comfort in what 
our f irm can offer,” he says. 

An experienced trial lawyer, what most inspires Alex is bringing 
creative solutions to dif f icult issues, transforming a problem into an 
opportunity, negotiating a positive outcome with other legal professionals, 
and advocating the client’s position in the courtroom. “Unlike in other 
professions, I believe a successful attorney can provide clients with a full 
array of possibilities that allows them to make informed decisions,” says 
Alex.

Prior to opening the law f irm, Alex served the State of New Mexico 
as a prosecutor in the 2nd Judicial District and 13th Judicial District 
Attorney’s Off ices, as well as an attorney-analyst to the House Judiciary 
Committee during the 49th State Legislature. 

Russell Law Firm, PC
4801 Lang Avenue NE, Suite 100 Albuquerque, NM 87109
Phone: (505) 435-9630 | Fax: (505) 435-9639
Web: www.russellesq.com | E-mail: contact@russellesq.com

Alex Russell, Esquire



A former FBI Agent, former federal prosecutor, forensic expert, and 
experienced civil practitioner, attorney Amy Sirignano is one of the most 
qualif ied defenders of individual rights due to her unique experience in 
prosecuting and commencing cases. “Our f irm offers f irst-hand experience 
initiating civil and criminal cases,” Ms. Sirignano says. “There are a handful 
of former federal prosecutors in New Mexico who work on complex federal 
cases and defense, but none have my background as a federal agent, forensic 
expert and civil attorney.”

Prior to starting her practice, Ms. Sirignano worked for the U.S. 
Department of Justice in Washington, D.C. as a Trial Attorney and as an 
Assistant United States Attorney at the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District 
of New Mexico. She also worked criminal and civil cases with two large law 
firms in the Los Angeles area. She began her career with the FBI Laboratory in 
Washington, D.C. and as a Special Agent in the FBI’s New York and Los Angeles offices.

“I enjoy helping others who need assistance navigating the legal system, 
especially people who are involved in federal court,” says Ms. Sirignano.  
Her experience and practice includes complex white collar crime, money 
laundering, bank fraud, wire fraud, identity theft and miscellaneous fraud 
cases, corruption, racketeering, criminal and civil forfeitures, narcotics 
traff icking and firearms matters.  She has also worked on national security, 
terrorism and espionage cases, intellectual property cases, and civil plaintiff matters.

Law Office of Amy Sirignano, PC 
820 Fifth Street NW  Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505) 242-2770 | Fax: (505) 242-2774 
www.abqnmlaw.com | E-mail: amy@abqnmlaw.com
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UPCOMING PROFILES
Attorney Jay R. Mueller frequently meets people at some of the 

toughest times in their lives. “Their stories of courage and transformation, 
as well as the diversity of my cases, make the work so rewarding.”

According to Jay, who’s also an ordained priest, many attorneys go 
into the profession because of family, prestige, or money. “That wasn’t 
the case with me. I’d always wanted to be a lawyer. College and graduate 
school conf irmed what I learned growing up: despite the greatness of 
our country, the social justice system seldom seems to work for ordinary 
people. Every day, I try to change that.”

The f irm provides criminal defense for all misdemeanors and most 
felonies, plus representation for probation, parole violations and related 
matters. Constitutional issues such as civil rights and habeas corpus 
matters, and civil law issues such as personal injury, are handled regularly 
as well.

“We take cases that many other attorneys simply don’t want,” says 
Jay, a UNM Law School graduate with a Certif icate in Indian Law. “On 
a daily basis, I get to be teacher, counselor, coach, parent, confessor, 
writer, and always an advocate. Among his numerous volunteer activities, 
Jay is an active supporter of Dismas House New Mexico, a post-prison 
reorientation program.

Law Office of Jay R. Mueller 
& Associates
6565 Americas Parkway NE, Suite 200  
Albuquerque, NM 87110
(505) 563-5614 | www.muellerlawnm.com

Jennifer D'Amato, Cait Sullivan, 
Marymargaret A. Ricci & Jay R. Mueller, Esq.
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Amy Sirignano, JD, MFS

Offering more than 20 years of legal and construction experience 
guarantees that the clients of Attorney Mickey Beisman receive specialized 
expertise — along with a professional, down-to-earth, personalized approach. 
“I enjoy bridging the gap between the law and construction reality,” she says.

The legal process can go in many directions, Ms. Beisman says. She enjoys 
f inding the right direction for her clients, whether through informal talks, 
settlement discussions, mediation, administrative hearings, arbitration, 
litigation or appeals. “Once a contract is entered into between the owner and 
the contractor, the race is on and what was a vacant piece of land or a building 
or road in need of repair becomes forever changed,” Ms. Beisman says. Her 
full range of legal services helps to ensure that the inevitable complications of 
a construction project or any other legal issue can eventually be dispute-free. 

Unl ike many construction attorneys, Ms. Beisman knows the practical 
side of the industr y. She has l ived on a construction jobsite in the South 
Paci f ic, been Vice President/General Counsel for Bradbur y Stamm 
Construction Company, and ser ved as Assistant General Counsel with 
the New Mexico Department of Transportation. She has the seasoned 
experience to evaluate the many practical factors in determining the right 
strateg y — and a winning outcome — for her cl ients.

Law Offices of Mickey Beisman
2201 San Pedro Blvd. NE, Building 2, Suite 211 
Albuquerque, NM 87110
(505) 888-7978 | www.mickeylawyer.com  
E-mail: mickey@mickeylawyer.com
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