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This is the ANNA NAGAR SLUM in Chennai, India. 
Children here are so poor, so hopeless, that they 
can’t conceive of leaving the community to achieve 
anything. ADRA is opening their eyes to their own 
potential. Through after-school children’s clubs, 
summer camps, health fairs, and other educational 
supports, ADRA is igniting dreams in these  
talented children.
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CREATIVE, INSPIRED

Inbavana “DRAWING IS MY FAVORITE THING 

TO DO AT THE ADRA CENTER. THEY 

SAY MY DRAWINGS ARE VERY GOOD. 

I LIKE TO DRAW SCENES FROM 

HINDU SCRIPTURES.”

Eight-year-old Inbavana loves drawing 

and learning traditional dance in the 

ADRA children’s club after school. 

ADRA is giving her the chance to 

develop and grow into the successful 

young woman she dreams of 

becoming. Someday, she wants to 

become a doctor!

– Inbavana
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“THE CHILDREN HERE DON’T 
DREAM ABOUT THEIR FUTURES. 
HOW COULD THEY?” 
–ADRA VOLUNTEER
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MOTIVATED, SMART

Santhash “BEFORE ADRA CAME, MY CHILDREN 

WOULDN’T LISTEN, ESPECIALLY SANTHASH. 

NOW HE’S COMPLETELY CHANGED. HE 

REALLY ENJOYED MAKING HIS SCIENCE 

PROJECT FOR SUMMER CAMP. THE 

EXPERIENCE CHANGED HIM; NOW HE’S 

PLAYING CREATIVELY.” 

Thirteen-year-old Santhash used to 

skip school and get in fights with 

other boys by the river. Now he 

enjoys studying science in his free 

time after school. Someday, he 

wants to become a police officer so 

he can help protect people.

– Santhash’s mother

Santhash
believes in himselfbelieves in himselfbelieves in himselfbelieves in himself
Santhash
believes in himself
Santhash

MOTIVATED, SMARTMOTIVATED, SMART

Santhash
MOTIVATED, SMART

Santhash



12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904, USA
1.800.424.ADRA (2372)
www.ADRA.org

“The children here don’t dream about their futures. How could they? 

Even their parents don’t expect them to achieve anything.”  

–ADRA Volunteer, Chennai, India

When I was young, I had dreams. In fact, I wanted to become an Olympic gymnast and win a gold medal! 
Most of us had childhood ambitions and dreams, but can you imagine being so poor, so hopeless, that you 
couldn’t dream of a better future? This kind of hopelessness is a sad reality in many of the regions where 
ADRA works. 

I know of young mothers in places such as Cambodia, West Africa, and India who are completely without 
ambitions for themselves or their children. When they think of the future, all they wish for is food on their 
table. Instead of dreaming of becoming doctors, teachers, or even successful farmers, many children are 
already resigned to lives of absolute poverty.

GIVE TODAY AND HELP ADRA GIVE HOPE TO CHILDREN, WOMEN, AND MEN WHO CAN’T EVEN DREAM  

OF A BETTER FUTURE.

The people of Chennai, India, understand poverty firsthand. In this sprawling city of 5 million people, more 
than 1 million live in slums. Many are refugees from nearby Sri Lanka who fled to India to escape civil war.

Although children living in these neighborhoods have access to the Indian school system, few embrace 
education. Skipping school is common, and many parents are held so tightly in the grip of poverty that they 
can’t imagine that their children could ever escape.

Vellin, a mother from the Anna Nagar slum, says her 13-year-old son, Santhash, didn’t care about school at 
all. Instead, he spent much of his time wandering around with the neighborhood boys and getting  
into trouble.

“It’s true—I used to skip school a lot and go down to the beach and get into fights,” Santhash says.

But things are changing for children in the Anna Nagar slum. ADRA operates a childhood development 
project aimed at opening the eyes of slum children to their futures by giving them the opportunity to learn 
and play creatively. 
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Donate by phone: 1.800.424.ADRA (2372) or online at 
www.ADRA.org.

PLEASE WRITE CORRECTIONS TO YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS ON THIS FORM.

◽ Here’s my check/money order made out to ADRA.

◽ My employer will match this gift (include matching gift form). 

◽ Please charge $______ 

 ◽ Visa  ◽ MasterCard  ◽ Discover  ◽ AmEx

Credit Card Number  Expiration Date ____/_____

◼ ◼ ◼ ◼     ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼    ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼     ◼ ◼ ◼ ◼

◻ YES, Jonathan, here’s my gift to support ADRA’s 
continuing MINISTRY OF LOVE.

◽ I’d like to be an ADRA Angel monthly donor. Here is my first gift of 

$________. Please charge my credit card for this amount each month.

◽ Please pray for me. (Write your request on the back of this form).

over, please

For every $1 given to ADRA, 90 cents goes directly to supporting our lifesaving 
programs around the world. Each gift you make is symbolic and represents a con-
tribution to the entire mission of ADRA, to be used where the need is greatest.

SIGNATURE



After-school ADRA clubs at a local community center teach dance, drawing, yoga, and debate. Volunteers 
also help reinforce the fundamental math and reading lessons the children get at school. Health camps 
provide free medical checkups and information on nutritional cooking for mothers. School scholarships 
help parents afford backpacks and other necessities, and ADRA summer camps give children constructive 
activities to keep them off the streets during the summer.

“Santhash really enjoyed making his science project for summer camp. The experience changed him a lot. 
Now when he plays, he plays creatively,” Vellin says. “Before ADRA came, my son wouldn’t listen to me at 
all. He’s completely changed. Now he’s obedient and well-behaved.”

Parents are amazed at the changes they are seeing in their children. Empowered by an open and constructive 
learning environment and surrounded by adults who believe in them and encourage their talents, these 
once neglected children are blossoming. With your help, ADRA can continue developing the potential of 
neglected individuals such as these in Chennai and around the world.

CHOOSE TO BELIEVE IN SOMEONE TODAY. YOUR GIFT CAN JUMP-START SOMEONE’S FUTURE RIGHT NOW!

If you met Privyanka, you would never know she was once a painfully timid 12-year-old girl who never 
spoke to strangers and rarely participated in school. Today, she sits 
up straight and proudly explains the many ways ADRA has helped 
her family.

“I used to play outside and never read,” Privyanka says. “Now I go 
straight to the center after school and play with my friends for 30 
minutes. Then I spend the rest of the afternoon reading all sorts  
of books.”

Encouraged by the ADRA staff, Privyanka began practicing 
public speaking in the ADRA club and found that it gave her a 
confidence she never had before. The teachers organized debates 

between children and assigned them a topic to research. Privyanka excelled. Soon she was taking her 
newfound talent into her public school.

“I used to be very shy, but now I speak very well,” Privyanka proclaims. “Now I’m even competing against 
other students in public debates at school. I even won my last competition and got a rice cooker as a prize!”

YOUR SUPPORT UNLOCKS THE POTENTIAL OF CHILDREN AND ADULTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. SET 

THEM ON THEIR WAY TOWARD A BETTER FUTURE TODAY!

ADRA knows that education is the best way to break the cycle of poverty and give children the tools they 
need to succeed. Together, we can watch as they begin to dream of what they can achieve.

“My dream is to become a district administrator in the local government someday so I can help people here 
in the slums,” says Privyanka.

Through ADRA, you can help the hopeless discover hope. Join us as we strive to create a generation of 
dreamers with the skills and education to not only chase their dreams—but achieve them.

DONATE NOW AND MAKE THEIR DREAMS COME TRUE.

Gratefully yours,

Jonathan Duffy
President

PS: Privyanka and Santhash are already following their dreams, but while you are reading this letter, there are 
still millions of children in India and around the world who are without hope. Visit www.ADRA.org or 

call us at 1.800.424.ADRA (2372) to make your gift today and help us fight the hopelessness  
of poverty.



Believe?
DOYouDODODODODODO
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www.facebook.com/joinADRA www.Twitter.com/ADRAintl
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